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Mr. Mark Lynch 
122 liorylond Ave,, l^E 
Washinijton, L.C. 20002 

Dear ^^ark. 

Today I v/oa a copy of^umham's 8/ 14 Tinos piece and I thou^t about it 

while resting after a bit oj^oinor exertion was a little too much. As a result I 
decided to write you as jpeAuipQ others liave not. (l was aMore of your/ACHJ position 
but I was not aware that you lacked unanimous support within the /iCLU.) 

On the question of coupromise , as it is called, \^th tlie CIA with regard to 
amendiJig FOIA, and in general when faced vdth reaction , there are several factors 
that, de^Dending on view, nay or nay not be regarded os interrelated, fluestions as 
well as factor: ^ 

What is best for tlio country; what is best for the aCLU; what is best for tliose 
directly involved. 

Because I an older I can renonber more and because of wy own exporienods, I have 
lived throu^ more. »/liile you mid probably your asso^ates have not, personally, lived 
through ::uch expeidences, the ACLC as an organisation has. And on ^ orgalfcLzation I 
wish it would bear in mind Santayana's wisdom, that tliose who do^^^menber the past 
are doomed to relive it. 

In a recent letter to DJ OIP Huff I referred to tlie frameup by tlie Dies committee, 
lustily supported by Hoover and his FBI. I had entirely different purposes in writing 
him so wliat l s^iid to him does not include \;hat is relevant lierein. 

liy associate then was the late Gardner **Pat“ Jackson, ardent ACLlier and close 
friend of all its top people, fte had been on tht> Sacco- Vanzetti^comnittee and he tlien 
was *^ohn Lewis’s legislative rep, througli Labor’s Hon-Paitisan League. He was, as I 
recall, quite close to Hoger '^uldwin. I recall his account of an event when they once 
summered togetlicr. 

Forget about the kid, roe. Pat v/as a mature man, as ardently anti-Communist os one 
can bo, and vfithout possibility of any question, the victim of a vicious and deliberate 
frameup by reactionaries. But the ACLU was tlien follo\dJig on earlier policy of whirt it 
quite genuinely regiirded as conpromise, intended to save those it regarded as liberals 
and not communists from the Dies gang and tlieir many and influential associates. 

Aside; most of tkose wlio suffered and suffered greatly \/ere not coioLiunists and 
numerically very fov/ r- al Coumudsts 'Jere victimized at all. \/hat the ACLU regarded 
as conpromise and expected to v;ork out that vjay ended up as capitulation to reaction, 
with thoso it expected to benefit from the ."coupromise” its victims. 

V/hon vjlien Pat Jaclison, vdip lui^l tliis long life of real dedication to and effect^^ 
v/ork on belialf of liberal causes, including tlie ACLU, ne^^ded counsel to represent liim, 
neither the "comprmnirja" oriented ACLU nor any other of the extraordinarily large number 
of liberal lawyora'^iiJo^represcnt liim. (And as a byproduct me.) I do not recall all of 
them because J^was not vri.th him when ho ap:xroachod most of them. V/hen I was with him 
I recall quite clearly our trip to Dean Achoson’s law firm (he and Pat wore friends), 
Covington, Burling. V/c saw the prestigious liberal, Chorlos Horsky. He turned Pat 
down flat. I liave a way of rcmomboi*^\he lost visit because we loft the office \/ith 
Acheson, w^JLlced doim to tlie lA/ comer of 15 and Penna., and there Justice ^rankfuirter, 
Pat’s Sacco-Vanzetti committee associate, piclosd Acheson up and they drove 'off together. 
This v/os my only introduction to or meeting with a Justice wlien ho was a Justice. 

Vie wound up idth conservative counsel, arranged for by Drew Pearson, v/ho had been 
used as the leadin for the fraiaeup. 
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xhen till Dies eonCt already holddLnc up Dave ilncJa^D coiifin.Tation as district 
court judge f rushed a lay through tlio Congress • It \;as still on the books during 
Watergate p when V/eicl^ referred to it when he threw ^olson out of his office, a 
law making it a crii-ie to interfere v/ith the proper functioning of a Congressional 
committee* It was to get Pat and mo* 



Then there was another proposed "coupromiso,” carefully leaked to ^at and our \ 

counsel separately, just be quiet and ploy dead, not to cause any ripples so the f 

whole tiling could by ifiped out in our favor quietly* Pat and tho lavo^er, Edgar i 

Turlington, believeiit* I didn't even stop to thinlc about it* I did as they asked I* 

and I Was silent, too* Until tho Ini/yor for tlio dirty little fostiot wlio had done 
this for Dio4 had a qualm of conscience* Earlier lie had dated my vdfe. When I was 
out of town he phoned and asked her to join him for lunch because he liad to see 
her, and xfhen she was in his office he made a real point of shuffling a few papers 
in front of her eyes before excusing himself for an errand lie told her would take 
10-15 minutes* She got the cue and as soon as he left she read the papers he had 
called to her attention* SJje then got hold of Pat, who siraply v/ould not believe that 1 

his friends of the compromieo would doublecross him for tlicir compromise* So, she 
phoned me at n^y mothor's and I returned immediately, to prepare to defend myself. 



and I did, despite the constant cautions I received from ^at and Edgar, wte 
were telling him their version of what I \/qs doing before the grand jury* Day after 
day as Ed ^’ilielly tried to pj^ony up a case for indicting Pat and me* I was only a 1 

kid, and what was happening was outside my personal experiences, but I knew I had ; 

to take Pilielly^s grand jury away from him - and I did* Had I not. Pat. and I would / // y- 7 • 

have been indictod. Instead, v/o wore not and the Dies agent was* /hi iwf/ ’ 

The principled compromise of tliat era per]X5tunted tho evil Dies represented and | 

8ymbolis4d and it really did nothint; else* That v/as inevitable, but those wlio had i 

a theory that some benefit might cone from their compromise did not see it* Had they 
recalled history, here and abroad, they would have been aware that it is ever so* 

The dedicated wrong of reaction may go througli the lootions, but tliey do not compromise 
They protend to co.'npromise to prevail* 

Some years later tho ^rutian State Department decided to agree to a "compromise** 
with House ^publican extremists \/hore were liardly-hidden anti-Semites and Ameriform 
fascists* Their comi>romise a/as to get a minor provision of an apixropriation hi! 
approved in return for what amounted to a pogrom, the firing of 10 liberals 
also were authentic scholeirs for the most part and a^itliij^ my group the otliers v/ere 
proteges or ilargarot *'k>ad* We turned ou-jj^genuino , lioneot research ^ind papers and tlie 
reactionaries could not abide tluxt* V/ith State they \/oro led by tlio late John Peurifoy, 
later the ambassador and key to our ovorth:’ow||l of the democratic Guatemalan government* 




Some of i^y tJion associates and in i>articular tlio sthll-cmployed v/ife of one, wanted 
to pursue i/hat v/as described as a couprouise by some eminent scliolar who proposed it: 
keep quiet, try to resume a noimal life, and perliaps your names, still not leaked, v/ill 
not bo leaked and you can live again* We were fired under the unconstitutional ^^cCarran 
rider* I had no charges against me, and indeed, none wore possible, and I had no hearing* 
I don't knoU^ about all the otliers, but tills v/as true of my group*. I knev/ tliat it was 
only a question of time before reaction would seek tho other halt/ of its pound of flesh 
and tried to organise a defense. Tlie m re inference tliat v/e ’./ercr reds (l have no reason 
to believe that any one of us v/as, althougn some yeai5 earlier one liad quit tho CP.) 
was enough to keep tlao ACLU from representing us. Go, I v/ent to tha le£ider of the 
^^ational ^av/yero Guild, v/ho I*d laiov/n yeai's earlier, ilarty Popper. He was v/illingt 
to ro present us, but before he'd do aiiytliing at all, inoldding estimating the ultimate 
fee and costs, he wanted G5>000 in advance. Pi'on the unemployed, some still getting 
enl^jedi-iens * pay or onlc,’' .'occntly iMtumcd to civilian life. We didn't have it and 
as unemployed and lil:oly u/iemployable v/e couldn't get it. 



1 then aiTangod for iVmold Forta::; and Porter to represent us, and they did viitliout 
fee. I'd laioii/TlJlriaan iimold v/lien he v/as in Aiti-Ti-^at and I helped liim and I'd Iniown 



Paul Porter tlirou^i Pat Jaclisono And in tlio and, instead of a coupromise 

that vould have ruined tlio scholarc for life, for tliey'd n*;vcr be able to teach acain, 
we got a public apolo^:/ from the State Doportuent and they did return to toacliing, 
except for one \dio preferred otlior ^/ork uitliin lii- field* 

il 3 for State, ita *'conpo?orjise" l:iid tlio foundation for the 1-icCarthy ijiassacre 
and, of couTiie, tlie cuccesses of t!io incredible Peurifoys of tlie land# 



hy cx}X5rionce ia consistent \/ith wliat Mstory te:iClK33 us, v/hen one comprpiaisos 
on prSnep!^ it is never a real compromise and one compromises himself* 



^flicro is also the ciu*;stion of tlie otlier party to the compronise. History is 
clear ©nougli, reaction does not koop its word. /Uiil altliouji tliere are sor.^ in the 
CIA \iho consider tlieiisolves and are so.. e times i\:f erred to as liberals, they serve 
reaction and kid tlioLiselves^ctnl 



Barjiyard offals are more valuable tlian tlie CIA's word. Iliey never keep it 
unless Jeoepino it servos tlieir interest os they see tlioir interest, not as you see it. 

I kno\/ of no e:o5option, and tliis includes tlieir \:ord to the courts# I doubt if you 
understand that to t'lose people vzluit is to most of us v/rong is right and proper# Iru^cd, 
to thcS^tieddncity is the ultiLiato in iiatriotism# I'hoy genuinely beliovo tliat tliey 
servo an ijier purpose tliat the root of us do not and cannot appreciate, tiiat they 
alone uiiiSrstand tliLs, anii tliat onytlii-ng tliey believe can or will further their ends 
is right and neceo:;;ary, no matter liow dislionent it may bo by normal and accepted 
concepts# 

Once again wo are iJid a groat demon ora und all else is sublimated to wliat is 
considorod to be a defense against tliis groat demon# Uliat tragedies this has meant 
in tlio past, from ;;liich wo should profit in the present, and what evil it in the 
end loads to! \/ith virtually everyone not part of tho great demon tho victims. And 
tho most basic principles anvi riglits also victimized# 



Tlicre is no vay you or aiyono elso can got the CIA to keep its word. And there 
is no way in idiich, if it doesn't want to - and it does not and it will not because 
it dares not - speed up and improve iX)XA disclosui'os# 

If tlicre is anytliing tliey do not i;ant to disclose, they irLll swear tliat it is 
exempt under your amendiacnt and tliorc is nothintg, as a practical matter, that anyone 
will be able to do about it. 



V/hat 1 an saying is that if you succood you will fail bocausc it irLll make only 
one differ once - tlioy will have a persuasive argumcjit they do not hnvej^f^* 

l^lie tv/o otlier liucstions relate to t3*o ix>r;:on and to tlie oogonisation, the ACLIJ 
and you and your associates# I liave no doubts about your sincerity at all# /is I in tlie 
past had no doubt about tlie sincerity of others who genuinely sought i^hat they regirded 
as compromiso# But I also have learned from tiic past tliat wliat is most ijaportont for 
the individual and organizations lilo? tho ACLU is the preservation of integrity# In 
retrosixict, when \/c can look back and see wliat v/e did not consider and when we can 
evaluate wliat happened# 



/is a practical mritter, in the present situation and if it continues, it really 
maloes little difference if your coi:ipromisc is enacted. There still will not be any 
disclosures tlie CIA does not want to make. You vrLll have accomplislicd nothing but 
you will h/ive given them an immunity bath. Tlicy liavc done much im)ng, it ought be 
aii'ed, and tliose ought be ended. I do not vaixt you to get to age and look 

back with regrets^^ the present# 

As I remember it, thu ACL’J was some years recapturing the prestige it e goyed 
before its com;.)ix)iusG on the pliony isi*.uc of reds an.* tho Un Americans# 



If wo arc in for a ^>eriod of greater reaction, liistory teaches that the best 
prospects for survival and ending it coi.e from standing vrltliout compromise on 
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principiGo 1'hia io a poaition witliout taint and one tliat in retrospect is | 

understood and reoi>3cted« i 

I’ve not been close to this, I Isiow laono of the dcta iJs. I’ve liad a slii^ht \ 

correspondence \rith your associate h^dler only, and I sent liim liiia an internal | 

record tlvit reflects the real CIA, not a ClA tli:\t vdll .keep its \;ord. But I*ve'//t^iV \ 

longer, l^k, had ny o\m eicpcrionces and vas iiiatore enougli to understand wlmt ? 

was going" on during one of tJiu uost terrible eras of Lian’s history* 

\/]iat v:.*r liap.oons is not :;oing to oal:e any significant difference to ue personally. 

V/hilo I’d like very uuch to got so-^o of wliat tlioy ’..itliliold, i>articularly as it relates 
to me (and I’m certain if really disclosed v/ould reflect it 5 anti-publishing activities), 

It my ago and in ny health it is not an absolute essential. 

But I do think tho v;iser course today, if it is still possible, il |o try to 
got this c.*ntiro iiUittor set over for tlic next Congress. If it is not a better Congress, [ 

that \dll not make any real difference because, I am certain, if you get what ypu f 

want you will have defeated yourself in your objectives and t'lcy will have less l 

trouble doing vihat they are going to tiy to do and will probably succeed in in any | 

event. Sli(^t as tlic chance may bo, I thini: it is better to liopo for a better { 

Congress. j 

\n1atev0r you do or do not do, I liopo that you reach my ago and look back vdthout | 

regi*ets on your younger ditys. lione of us can avoid maiding mistaices and we all do. We | 

have no trouble liVing i/ith t e realities of life. It is nn the area of principle | 

that we can have problems and doubts \/hen \ie look back. - I 




